
MATTHEW	7:21-29	
	

21	“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22	On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23	And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’  

24	“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25	And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 
rock. 26	And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27	And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”  

28	And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 
29	for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.  

 
THE MESSAGE (MATTHEW 7:21-29) 

 
“Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for instance—isn’t 

going to get you anywhere with me. What is required is serious obedience—doing 
what my Father wills. I can see it now—at the Final Judgment thousands strutting up 
to me and saying, ‘Master, we preached the Message, we bashed the demons, our 
God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.’ And do you know what I am going to 
say? ‘You missed the boat. All you did was use me to make yourselves important. 
You don’t impress me one bit. You’re out of here.’ 

“These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner 
improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build 
a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who 
built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but 
nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock. 

“But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your 
life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a 
storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards.” 

When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst into applause. They had 
never heard teaching like this. It was apparent that he was living everything he was 
saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best teaching they 
had ever heard.1 

 
	
	
	
	
	

	
1	Peterson,	E.	H.	(2005).	The	Message:	the	Bible	in	contemporary	language	(Mt	7:21–
29).	Colorado	Springs,	CO:	NavPress.	



DALE	BRUNER:		Are	any	of	Jesus’	Beatitudes	present	in	the	in	the	ministries	of	those	
who	say,	“Lord,	Lord”	to	Jesus?		Any	poverty	of	spirit,	mourning,	meekness,	
hungering	and	thirsting	for	righteousness?		Is	there	mercy	here,	or	purity	of	heart,	
or	making	peace?	Any	suffering	of	persecution?		“I	never	really	knew	you”	that	is,	
they	never	gave	him	a	chance	to	come	into	personal	contact	with	their	innermost	
life	(the	force	of	the	biblical	word	“know”).		It	is	strangely	possible	to	serve	and	even	
to	glorify	Christ	and	yet	in	one’s	own	personal	life	not	to	obey	him.		Fellowship	with	
Jesus	is	present	only	where	moral	norms	remain	sacred.	
	 As	indispensable	as	hearing	the	Word	is,	Christians	must	not	fool	themselves	
into	thinking	that	either	hearing	good	teaching	or	studying	the	Bible	are	by	
themselves	doing	the	will	of	the	Father.		The	Father’s	will	is	that	his	Son’s	Word	be	
heard	in	such	a	way	that	it	is	done,	that	the	Word	so	penetrate	the	ears	that	it	reach	
heart,	hands,	lips,	and	feet.		Jesus	says	the	same	storms	hit	faithful	thoughtful	
disciples	as	hit	disobedient	disciples.		Obedience	to	Jesus’	words	is	not	so	much	
protection	from	troubles	as	protection	in	them,	just	as	rock	under	a	house	does	not	
shield	from	storms	but	supports	them	during	the	storm.		The	story	of	the	Two	
Houses	is	about	two	kinds	of	Christians,	not	about	Christians	and	non-Christians	
(both	are	listening	to	Jesus’	words).	The	house	that	crashes	is	not	the	house	of	
pagans	or	of	those	who	did	not	hear	Jesus’	words.	The	house	that	crashes	is	the	
house	of	Christians	who	find	Jesus’	words	important	enough	to	hear	but	not	realistic	
enough	to	live.		NOT	to	do	Jesus’	words,	Jesus	warns,	is	tantamount	to	doing	a	great	
deal,	namely,	to	have	built	the	house	of	one’s	live	on	the	sand	of	a	perishable	
philosophy	of	life.		We	all	live	by	someone’s	words	or	someone’s	philosophy.	
	
QUESTIONS	FOR	TABLE	DISCUSSION	

1. If	during	a	discussion	about	different	religions	a	friend	says,	“Well,	at	least	
we’re	all	headed	for	the	same	place,”	how	would	you	reply?	

2. On	the	surface,	what	might	we	admire	about	those	described	in	verses	21-
23?	

3. In	spite	of	their	admirable	statements	and	actions,	why	does	Jesus	condemn	
the	people	who	say,	“Lord,	Lord”	in	verses	21-23?	

4. Why	do	people	so	often	confuse	religious	activity	with	doing	the	will	of	our	
Heavenly	Father?	How	do	you	understand	the	difference?	

5. Why	is	it	often	difficult	to	tell	the	difference	between	genuine	Christians	and	
counterfeit	ones?	

6. How	did	the	storms	reveal	what	was	previously	unseen?	
7. What	kinds	of	storms	have	you	faced	in	life?	What	did	they	reveal	about	the	

quality	of	your	life?	
8. What	difference	does	it	make	to	you	that	Jesus	taught	with	authority	(v.	29)?	
9. How	do	verses	21-29	provide	a	fitting	conclusion	to	the	Sermon	on	the	

Mount?	
10. Think	of	one	teaching	from	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount	that	has	challenged	you	

most.		How	can	you	begin	putting	it	into	practice?	


