
Sent: March 24, 2020 1:47 p.m. 
Subject: An Invitation to Hope 
 
Hello ladies, 
I know I just wrote to you two weeks ago…but didn’t life feel different two weeks ago?  I did not even mention the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) at the time.  I guess I was hoping it would end up not being such a big deal.  Well, today I think it 
has never been more important for us to come together and make sure we are putting our hope in the right place. 
 
In times like these, where we place our hope makes all the difference.  This morning I was walking outside listening to 
these incredible words from Paul as he preached in Athens: 
“And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 
periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward Him 
and find Him.  Yet He is actually not far from each one of us, for ‘In Him we live and move and have our being.’” Acts 
17:26-28  
 
I can’t claim to understand much these days, but God’s Word is truth we can hold onto, and one of these truths is this – 
it is no accident we are living through the coronavirus right now.  God put you on this earth at this time, and you are 
supposed to find God in the midst of this.  If you, like many of us, are wondering what you should be doing each day, 
find God and share Him with the rest of us!  Bring hope, light, and love to the people God has placed around you.  Even if 
it is just one phone call a day, it is needed for that one person you call.  We all need community and one another even 
more than we did before!   
 
Three updates:  

1. We will not hold The Gathering at my house next Tuesday, 3/31, but we are not canceling it!  I will keep you 

updated as we can determine a new date. 

2. What is feeding your soul right now?  Please respond back to me and share!  I have loved walking outside in this 

beautiful spring weather and listening to the Bible through the Dwell app.  Right now, Dwell is offering a free 60-

day subscription to churches!  All you have to do is click on this link, create a free account, and download the 

app: https://dwellapp.io/signup/with/FirstPres%20  

3. Prayer is how we fight this battle so let’s join together in praying for God’s will to be done in this time and for all 

who are sick or helping those who are sick.  Let’s pray together and believe in faith for many to come to know 

Him during these trials. 

I will be in touch by email more regularly for a while because we need God, and sometimes we need each other to help 
find Him in each day!  I thank God for how He reveals Himself to me through so many of you.  Please, please respond if 
you have a specific need or a prayer request.  Our church body exists in part for times like these, and it is okay and even 
good to admit we need each other! 
 
May God fill you with hope today, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Wood 
First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 
I’m working from home right now.  I’d still love to hear from you! 
Phone: 418-0404   Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
P.S. While our church is not meeting in person on Sunday, we are live streaming our worship 
service!  Go to www.firstpres.com for more info.      
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