














































Subject:  An Invitation to Fall 2020 Women’s Bible Study Small Groups! 
Sent:  9-3-2020, 10:27 a.m. 
 
“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”  Proverbs 31:26 

Hi ladies! 

We have news to share about Bible study small groups for Fall 2020 starting soon!  We are thrilled to offer you 
the following study options Mondays through Thursdays with daytime and evening options available as well as 
in person and remote options available.   
*If you are interested in any of these studies and need childcare, please contact me! 
  

Encounter with God 

Led by Virginia Sicola, 353.6204 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. 
Library (NW branch), year-round 

Meeting via Zoom until the library opens- contact leader for Zoom info. 
  

Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Allen 

Led by Emily Wood, 418.0404 & Mary McWhorter, 679.2736 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. starting Sept. 14 via Zoom  
Zoom meeting ID: 288 013 0600,  
password: firstpres 
  

Book of “Revelation” 

Led by Mary Mullin, 382.7735 

Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. 
Contact leader for start date 

6406 Grantham Drive  
  

Studies for Working Women 

Led by Jill Goodrich, 355.1924 

Tuesdays @ 12:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Contact leader for start date & Zoom info  
  

Trustworthy, A Study of I & II Kings by Lysa TerKeurst 

Led by Shauneen Hatfield, 626.9419 

Tuesdays @ 1:30 p.m. Starting September 15 

Room 209 at First Pres 

(With masks and socially distanced) 
  

Book of Genesis (in depth) 

Led by Holly Haines, 949.939.0094 

Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Started Aug 18 – join anytime! 

Zoom meeting ID 832 4028 0064 

Contact leader with questions.             
  

Community Bible Study: Book of “John” 

Wednesdays @ 10:15 a.m. via Zoom starting September 9 

Register online at https://www.communitybiblestudy.org/john/ 

Questions? Call Shelley Chaloupka, 433.7453 

https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdC2yRwfgjWADWEAN-2Fch6W6CKSg3Z3HdAKDi3saYG4yBIuizUFLA1-2BR3A0Bbx2k85fg-3D-3Dukxj_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLP3OCxYn16UAZINuN-2FPBxDwWTrdMfUDlBbl5SWLXvLLnu0TFSfyISoFxveqsq1HwL9D-2FfvPazbDupfppzq0HXZ5F58lN6nd5KiKw6atvkIseJFPuyv0Za9H-2FIM8tJIhS1DgzlSqZVpS4-2Fn61O0mFpNcgbAcsbjA8GoDI9q-2FCZuD735zd-2FWG-2FNfhQb9FaNwkEgc-3D


  

Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Allen 

Led by Emily Wood, 418.0404 & Peggy Smith, 674.0486 

Thursdays @ 10:00 a.m. Starting Sept. 17 via Zoom (in person and childcare available if needed) 

Zoom meeting ID: 288 013 0600,  
password: firstpres 
  

The Invisible War by Chip Ingram 

Led by Tracie Brooks, 679.2658 

Thursdays @ 11:45 a.m. 
Starting September 10 

Room 304 at First Pres 

(With masks and socially distanced) 
  

Don’t see what you are looking for?  I would love to talk to you about what we are missing or can include to 
better meet the needs of each of our women!  Please reach out to me to discuss or if you have questions or 
need more information at emilyw@firstpres.com or 418-0404.   
  

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. We have only one church service this Sunday at 10 a.m. with lunch to follow! 

2. Triads – We are creating more small groups/triads that can meet evenings for working 
women.  Please let me know if you are interested in an evening option or another time! 

3. Yearbooks – Are you interested in a 2020 yearbook/directory?  We are taking orders and will 
be selling these at the Welcome Center starting this Sunday, Sept. 6! 

4. First Pres Fall Schedule – Wednesday night programming begins September 9, and we are 
offering home groups meeting throughout the city.  I’m hosting one with my husband here in 
Wolflin!  Please let me know if you are interested in learning more.  All three services and 
Sunday school will start back up on September 13.   

May God fill us with wisdom and kindness as we study His Word together, 
  
Emily Wood 
First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 
I’m back in the office Mon-Thursday! 
Phone: 418-0404 
Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
  

P.S. Moms who sent kids back to school or are schooling from home, we are praying for you!  We are also 
working on a remote learning hub at First Pres – let me know if you are interested!  Interested in volunteering 
to help with this?  I would love to talk to you about it! 
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Subject: An Invitation to Fall 2020 Women’s Small Group Bible Studies and Childcare Update 
Sent: 9-10-20, 11:35 a.m. 
 
Hi ladies! 

Now that it officially feels like fall, I want to remind you Fall 2020 Bible study small groups start next 
week!  We are thrilled to offer you the following study options Mondays through Thursdays with daytime and 
evening options available as well as in person and remote options available.   
*CHILDCARE UPDATE: We want to provide childcare for our Thursday at 10 a.m. Get Out of Your Head study, 
now meeting on Zoom and in Room 304.  Will you reach out to me ASAP if you would like to take part? 
  

Encounter with God 

Led by Virginia Sicola, 353.6204 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. 
Library (NW branch), year-round 

Meeting via Zoom until the library opens- contact leader for Zoom info. 
  

Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Allen 

Led by Emily Wood, 418.0404 & Mary McWhorter, 679.2736 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. starting Sept. 14 via Zoom  
Zoom meeting ID: 288 013 0600,  
password: firstpres 
  

Book of “Revelation” 

Led by Mary Mullin, 382.7735 

Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. 
Contact leader for start date 

6406 Grantham Drive  
  

Studies for Working Women 

Led by Jill Goodrich, 355.1924 

Tuesdays @ 12:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Contact leader for start date & Zoom info  
  

Trustworthy, A Study of I & II Kings by Lysa TerKeurst 

Led by Shauneen Hatfield, 626.9419 

Tuesdays @ 1:30 p.m. Starting September 15 

Room 209 at First Pres (with masks and socially distanced) 
  

Book of Genesis (in depth) 

Led by Holly Haines, 949.939.0094 

Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Started Aug 18 – join anytime! 

Zoom meeting ID 832 4028 0064 

Contact leader with questions.             
  

Community Bible Study: Book of “John” 

Wednesdays @ 10:15 a.m. via Zoom starting September 9 

Register online at https://www.communitybiblestudy.org/john/ 

Questions? Call Shelley Chaloupka, 433.7453 

https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdFpzOjK5KLMoWIK5dgN9SSpdSMFHVIepjWd2QsCsQVTv3vObjj288Ptp0XofDiPaXn3HWvJ12bVv6oqdEFzud3gszzhQ5fnRfErT1mGeu7UC0n6LWhrusIeaUs3qWoEQgjUSldR8TI2BR18oN9CeGeCITUUlMT-2BZZPrQjMh-2Fqas-2FdyXzIewodls4D-2BaZpZFprtsq4i8DjW9brI3EZbuO9nDTAodIv74KEhjWzferTEUmgJ7MkA3HapTQuahBc9Agfame-2BRjFkzYmO-2FZVn3awImiplmrRyolHDOfHC4gXQ4r-2FkCRgehik1hn2SoEAb9672G1ky8bkt6lshdllPruc8jHkr5VvMSyz5kO8zpKj0ic6NQI-2FBLt0cWHU4li0enuPkEDEzYqZJc21fN1wT0hVTR0KAngjyz5EnPxatyWnuFPj3-2B-2BUbFmX9bD6-2Ff1-2FBZINHVTz8ZMWq4ypH0rTIDJXKzv1IU-2FVWz3yuMkSu-2BSBhYPZ5BmVCC1mxOC6B6nW0GfN2r7vE6Vj-2BYddAaJB8t3joN4-3DnLRL_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLMW3dGdJ3CJ3MZWZVqp5PpbAkUrUIB2jYPdwQcoSzdGiNSCBRVMFm1mZyK0mN6250QwuLVkMb7yE049RRjYK3S3ldVMeBc4UE5OJWVe0MtN6lYlitA3qlRUy2hg8Ws7FPdPzqlMkdsoUBvuSbaGaveebnLBj5XCJq3-2FQvNEtLcqqV36iePSqmN5962iMCix7xE-3D


  

Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Allen 

Led by Emily Wood, 418.0404 & Peggy Smith, 674.0486 

Thursdays @ 10:00 a.m. Starting Sept. 17 via Zoom and in Room 304 at First Pres(childcare available if needed) 

Zoom meeting ID: 288 013 0600,  
password: firstpres 
  

The Invisible War by Chip Ingram 

Led by Tracie Brooks, 679.2658 

Thursdays @ 11:45 a.m. 
Starting September 10 

Room 304 at First Pres (with masks and socially distanced) 
  

Don’t see what you are looking for?  I would love to talk to you about what we are missing or can include to 
better meet the needs of each of our women!  Please reach out to me to discuss or if you have questions or 
need more information at emilyw@firstpres.com or 418-0404.   
  

May God fill us with wisdom and kindness as we study His Word together, 
  
Emily Wood 
First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 
I’m back in the office Mon-Thursday! 
Phone: 418-0404 
Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
  

“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”  Proverbs 31:26 
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Subject:  An Invitation to Choose (and volunteer opportunities!) 
Sent: 9-24-20, 11:52 a.m. 
 

How are you holding up these days?  I pray we are all placing our hope in God.  It seems hard to put our hope in much 
else right now, doesn’t it?!  I’ve talked to many of you who agree this may not be such a bad thing.  With a year full of 
uncertainty and our election coming up so soon, there may never be a better time to dwell on the words of Joshua 
below reminding us we have a choice: 

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and faithfulness.  Put away the gods that your fathers served 
beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the Lord.  And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve…But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:14-15 

We get to choose Who we will serve!  We also get to choose how we will live!  We also get to choose what we think 
about, dwell on, and what comes out of our mouths…help us with this, Lord!  As we choose to serve You again today 
(and every day), will You fill us with peace, wisdom, and kindness so we can speak life and truth and grace to a confused 
and hurting world?  We put our hope in You again today, and we thank You for making it so clear to us in this season You 
are our Only Hope!   

Speaking of hope, please be on the lookout tomorrow for our next wonderful testimony for the month of September 
from our very own Youth Director Anna McCay. You can also find all of our wonderful women’s testimonies in one place 
on our Women’s Page (http://firstpres.com/women).   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Volunteers needed for pumpkin painting at Pumpkin Roundup Oct. 4 – please email or call me if you can 
volunteer for a shift of overseeing our pumpkin painting table at the Gilmour Ranch on Oct. 4 from 4-7 p.m.  It’s 
going to be a fun fall afternoon! 
2. Volunteers needed for The Place – Our church is opening our doors to be the hands and feet of Jesus to families 
doing school at home during this pandemic!  We are seeking volunteers to help with this brand new ministry every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 8a-1p.  See specific needs at the end of this email, and let me know if you want to 
help!    
3. Women’s Fall Bible Studies and Triads – If you have not connected with a Bible study, triad, or small group and 
are interested in one, please reach out to me at emilyw@firstpres.com or 418-0404.   

God has given us a choice.  Isn’t that amazing?  Today may we choose God, may we choose to see the good in others, 
and may we choose to bring the hope of Christ to the people God places in front of us.  He is with us to help us in our 
times of need!  Please let me know if you need prayer, options for Christian community, or if you need specific help of 
any kind.  Our church is here for you! 
  
May we choose God every time and every day, 
  
Emily Wood 
First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 
Phone: 418-0404 
Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
  
P.S.  Please pray about where the Lord might be leading you to serve at First Pres through The Place, our new virtual 
learning hub at First Pres on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8-12.  Some needs include: 

• CHECK IN STATION: Someone to greet families, hand out a simple registration sheets, take temperatures and 
log info in notebook. This person will give direction for first timers. (At first staff will help with directing 
people.)  

• FLOATER: Someone to walk around to make sure everyone is in good shape.  
• CRAFT/ACTIVITY: Someone to organize, sanitize, reset the craft or S.T.E.M. bin area. 
• SANITATION: Someone to clean tables/chairs after each use.  
• TUTORS: Someone to be on hand to assist students with schoolwork. 

https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VCfSRN50W5pp9vVurziFGipegABitrwbrVaDndf7cwgUIQBP3SB9ZSwZ3AYyUnHzH9Q-2FN5QDfxO4LERzgCqCVO8mukBPaYvRQMlLY-2B1fzOIfjLqv7Z-2FlmgP2TcVSSRTwD1qTsfqnp5SRIiYgvUcVmOsDSKKdxeKreux1ZlyAmFZ65rd15w6NJaOxiJxZ3RumoJUHcvWIEnunczhLl77Pm8v81TNAu-2BYIKkp7Q9bLrA59stxBLO08LkdFAS6QMCNRAFgNKBflxSH5XGIGzQ3neyVEJ1K38OwiBHO9Fy9hQUEYF7hzyDv421MJkcTE-2BYTdEynNoQyl5CagkQV6w59TvZ3TqOSdS1t0J-2BiEvt-2FcC6s8Zx30Kv-2BoqwdCBaBnO7IiQi3TyeQAcS-2BBkLFgf5I7-2F5V4j2nxyR3KPsqDoVdepyXJi5yXE-2BNX3h3BukhWPhRXDCz6gup1DVtSAMUpa-2BhaEjbCVpQhcQoPns5Tm8yDvmvLA548lSpDXFp2P5nLeluo5aBK_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLMZJWOlni7z0aUJgy8wpoVyKctkT0de9BQtm2YiOt996KSCSZc-2Fcxjz0spEiqDns9RMR6gENeZgHD6-2BoTcCuYrjJ4j-2FUHhWL5htm852n-2ByxrRbBBp9fbxx7eJZeanpw-2BRbru5Hf15OMVPVaPNrql5fHLZzlm-2BHa5BGYGtVP06OjGNbapxtPBjtwu80hJ8cqrmg-3D
mailto:emilyw@firstpres.com
mailto:emilyw@firstpres.com


• TECHNICAL SUPPORT: Someone to manage extension cords & power strips and to help students with 
computer trouble. Please know that AISD is running a help desk for those supporting virtual learners. We’ll 
have that phone number on hand. 

• READING BUDDY: Someone to read books aloud to kids needing a break, maybe in a designated reading 
area.  

• BACKGROUND MUSIC: Someone to find the right music to place quietly in the Parlor, learn setup and make it 
happen. 

• SHARE JESUS’ LOVE & LIGHT: Someone who just wants to be present to help create that atmosphere of 
hospitality. Someone who is willing to do things as they come up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject: In Invitation to Believe (and First Pres Advent Workshop) 
Sent:  10-20-20, 4:49 p.m. 
 
Hello, 

Do you believe in the goodness of God today?  I don’t know about y’all, but every hour or so I have to turn my 
thoughts again to God and remember He is in control!  So today is the perfect day for us to consider what we 
are believing in, isn’t it? 

“I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living!  Wait for the Lord; be strong, 
and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:13-14 

“But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to guard until that 
day what has been entrusted to me.” 2 Timothy 1:12 

I can’t share the 2 Timothy verse without sharing this beautiful hymn: “I Know Whom I Have Believed”.  Listen 
to it today, and let it remind you we believe in a great and mighty God.  

Speaking of believing, did you watch the wonderful testimony for the month of September from our very own 
Youth Director Anna McCay?  You can find it by clicking here.  And be on the lookout for October’s testimony 
from Michal-ann Bell!  You can also find all of our wonderful women’s testimonies in one place on our 
Women’s Page (www.firstpres.com/women).   

ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Women: You are invited to “And Heaven and Nature Sing” Advent Workshop 2020! 

Gather with First Pres Women to focus on the advent of our Lord Jesus. Enjoy creating beautiful reminders of 
the season for yourself and your loved ones as you prepare your heart and home for the Christmas 
season.  Coffee and refreshments will be provided.  For the class you choose, please bring small sharp scissors 
if you have them.  All other supplies will be furnished. All classes will run simultaneously, so only one choice is 
needed.  

Saturday, November 14 from 9 a.m. to noon 

Register at: www.firstpres.com/women 

Cost: $5 

Childcare is also available by reservation when you register for your workshop.  Children will take part in 
Advent activities as well through First Pres Children’s Ministry! 

Three workshop options to choose from: 

• Advent Journal Class - Skill level: easy to moderate. Using collage techniques, you will embellish a plain 
kraft-colored journal, transforming it into a beautiful Advent journal. You will receive ideas about how 
to use your journal through the season. 

• Christmas Card Class - Skill level: easy. You will collage a beautiful Christmas card to send to someone 
special that will even have a special pocket for a tea bag to enjoy! Ideas will be presented on writing a 
note about Advent to enclose with the card. 

• Christmas Gift Tags Class - Skill level: easy. You will spend time making 3 or more embellished gift tags 
with collage and ribbons (they can also be used as tree ornaments). As you ponder Advent, you will 
learn how to make a small book with these, too. 

*This event is subject to COVID condition changes in the City of Amarillo.  Please check back for any changes to 
the status of the event. 
  

https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdLXzOMy-2BEEQaAb4Er2wUM-2FSp5IG-2FTehg-2FQhuASOJpZs2JS2__zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLML2EcTcGJ7LgggIx86y7vHOSwUJYjNkGke5cpeCdMn7TNGBHmU-2BiBsvZ8gADM-2FDx23UJ9f4FNUgyrI6P6KhnT8XDxRdebVblQIl47ZQJyKcKEK6jdbIJujfH1KtOzKxGrykvPd2SCNCaFXRi4Clxix0xFNVG3kT4hxPIVLeEKEmEPuN64-2BMUPHZMopQZlAD7Y-3D
https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdHQoQ9WEvcJ0ut-2FJN83sCFQ55UbA5lPWdPBS-2B20a82KcpX9b_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLML2EcTcGJ7LgggIx86y7vHmM9Etr9T9i6pkIh8JXyqGUe8ZodkJVkp5E4S5e3qKQq1DtdIK-2FbP6YOJD5-2Fq9W2VtDhj1N11KFvXf0MUNSE8pGGoJPQFYtRtiKOLJ8PcWDpArqg-2BMjQiUTdvGIrcVCOVgGMvrkHOisEnhZhqW6SsqYin8VgY56LeLiNaz00ysho-3D
https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VCfSRN50W5pp9vVurziFGnXuakJAzcDltgbK5pDGYBcpKfCK672LdCfO4IPVeLIhFYMF_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLML2EcTcGJ7LgggIx86y7vHo2ajbmDCafcbJ0pIAhfdvQXxoGfK-2BZ7kqkHKftKYMfHl5UzgZdWpy4rdIAYUIe3kXd0IZGTcjDQhy-2FoHvXdB-2BTbNsakMtuBJjcyBMfdSTDKu-2BUcJyjP35g5-2F0Ou8BrRvKNk5TldLkpil-2FaqHLQcieMOF26-2Bxr-2FdyACQ9GXIZXPk-3D
https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VCfSRN50W5pp9vVurziFGnXuakJAzcDltgbK5pDGYBcpKfCK672LdCfO4IPVeLIhiXHa_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLML2EcTcGJ7LgggIx86y7vHSAtwqmEIiGrD5Ajg9oysm4qJJ-2Byb-2FtcYId8HY7BBRzNdOLXQe3WEemJPXAS5Q6E0BM-2BdJW56nYKdZBkOsdEKDSz0thl-2BAhhVIfUfMqUuc4WIkC1nn2r1JGzOJBp-2BjfB2BRiWYuTM-2FnnIS770hWQIW44LgqgbTCwhRqGCyvG8kX8-3D


Today it may seem like the world is falling apart, but I’m thankful we believe and put our hope in God, not this 
world.  Who is God calling you to share your spiritual beliefs with today? 

May we believe in the goodness of God, 

Emily Wood 

First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 

Phone: 418-0404 

Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
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Subject: A Special Invitation from First Pres Women – Take a Look! 
Sent: 11-4-20, 2:04 p.m. 
 
Hi! 
 
Who is happy we have made it to November?  And who could use some good news today?  Well you are in 
luck!  Some of our lovely ladies at First Pres have prepared a special gift for you. 

Who: Women of all ages (children’s activities included as well) 

What: “And Heaven and Nature Sing” Advent Drive by – pick up “Take Home” advent bags with activities, 
treats, and Advent devotions inside 

When: Saturday, November 14, between 10 and 11 a.m. 

Where: First Presbyterian Church South Doors (turn into parking lot from Harrison and drive through) 

Why: Because we all need an extra dose of Jesus, Christmas cheer, and holiday spirit this year, don’t we?! 

How: Register by Nov. 11 on the First Pres Women’s Page by clicking here 

Our theme this year is “And Heaven and Nature Sing”, which you probably recognize from the song Joy to the 
World.  We want to celebrate Christ coming into the world by preparing our hearts and our homes with 
joy.  While we can’t gather together for the workshop this year, our prayer is the experience will be even more 
special as you prepare at home with your family and loved ones.  Each bag contains more information on 
advent, crafts to create an advent journal and gift tags, holiday snacks and treats, an advent devotional, and 
more.  Children’s activities are also available upon request.  You will find a video devotional as well as 
instructions for the craft on our First Pres women’s page and First Pres Live. 

Please get out your favorite Christmas music and sign up today!  There is no cost involved, but a love offering 
is welcome.  And please thank our wonderful Advent Workshop Chair, Lezly Welch, and our Advent Workshop 
Activities Coordinator, Linda Warrick! 

God is near, 

Emily Wood 

First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 

Phone: 418-0404 

Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdAC0nT3nFQaSm87-2FtkEC0-2BPKhaKutL0egjEB4qTzVNfk2Ncw2pcUYSfsZ-2FBp-2FB48LvUjwvJRY3iK-2B5x-2FZDqjQnI-3DV8dc_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLPcEvY4Nw6JMabw5AnHpeJA6yGUfPVxZ8ijYv9Y3ChCcbAYJkqDo1f8px1zZYtWFTGZDCoNl0PVkFSb1rLHuRoOLmhJUtzNxV39uxCrqPBf5IO-2FcF-2B9hkc9mmAkGI0Gby6lV0Gle3Utig5M4stCphVtphrW1Vf3jF54vXg0jO2Z-2FTq3ZqDnTHB6ro2nr8wkyaFSyAlhGOKfyCw-2FQdS4YuMo25SnynwSXQznbTtMOs7JcyyqCzB9eq4AMrK-2BrT3agbFgBaYJSEao0Oyw6g3K4OaaqFuxBLasmMxlTsA34hlS-2B8PjT3puo1NXFXSwKiFJVvLrO9M4eGSNBsBCcDGUPR-2BGDsPmYouHOkDckguuKOCXXJvV09fKZZhZXxp63GWE6MQ-3D
https://u11170439.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TkRvCNB6g5wkDOpuEAytdAwxSJmlw2oRBRhKP7vDlGz-2FFzOtpusbYbNjuz9e4L6aj1Fb_zMOliFE54WEjvw76oADjPA6gRGT-2BDqsfhScNEyHqPLPcEvY4Nw6JMabw5AnHpeJA6yGUfPVxZ8ijYv9Y3ChCcbAYJkqDo1f8px1zZYtWFTGZDCoNl0PVkFSb1rLHuRoOLmhJUtzNxV39uxCrqPBf5IO-2FcF-2B9hkc9mmAkGI0Gby6lV0Gle3Utig5M4stCphVtphrW1Vf3jF54vXg0jO2Z-2FZdp9pAPLcmiSITJ-2Fsuz8FgJP8FcZGDCTkG2Qn9pwQobtEuaGOKNexcMS23snrYrS-2BnMVotwjPnpFu798MbJv9pb7-2BLi8OeOsv6KRkF7QiKNePcPmvUdy6QFivTaxucHuoPqZ-2FVUcy9uvA4GtyFugtWvT9NtSmElM-2BwtBPZ8vr3jkYB6mlia967fRb9tYMy8I-2FfUb7JX-2B4wwWww3nyr6N-2Fg-3D
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Subject:  Three Invitations from First Pres Women – Take a Look! 
Sent:  11-10-20, 5:07 p.m. 
 

Hello! 

1. IMPORTANT SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES: Help us meet the needs of our sick and/or quarantined members by 
restocking the freezer!  We are asking for help from anyone who is willing to do the following: 

• Cook small portion freezer meals at home.  The meals can be brought to the church, or we will 
come get them from you. We have simple recipes to get you started.  

• On a budget?  We can reimburse you for the ingredients. Bring receipts up to the church (tax 
cannot be reimbursed). 

• Deliver meals. 
• Donate food or money to help provide meals. 
• Call sick or quarantined members to check on them and pray for them. 
• Call the church and let us know about needs of members. 
• Pray! 

Please contact Michal-ann Bell at 806-570-5244, text Tamala Gurevitch at 806-223-3380, or call Emily at the 
church for more information and to let us know how you want to help.  THANK YOU! 

2. ALMOST FULL! Women's Advent Workshop 2020 at Home: We only have a few take home bags left so 
hurry if you want one! Register by 5:00 tomorrow, Nov. 11, on the First Pres Women’s Page by clicking 
here.  We are making as many bags as we can and apologize in advance for running out.  Women of all ages 
(children’s activities included) are invited to “And Heaven and Nature Sing” Advent Drive by – pick up “Take 
Home” advent bags with activities, treats, and Advent devotions inside.  Saturday, November 14, between 10 
and 11 a.m.  First Presbyterian Church South Doors (turn into parking lot from Harrison and drive 
through).  You will find a video devotional as well as instructions for the craft on our First Pres women’s page 
and First Pres Live. 

3. NEED PRAYER? I would love to pray with you over the phone or in person.  Call me at 806-418-0404 to pray 
or set up a time to come to my office and pray.  “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.” Matthew 18:20  

God is near, 

Emily Wood 

First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 

Phone: 418-0404 

Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
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Subject: An Invitation to Give Thanks (and ways to do it!) 
Sent:  11-20-20, 11:31 a.m. 

Thanksgiving is a little different for all of us this year, isn’t it?  You are either going to miss that family 
gathering you were looking forward to, or you are gathering with family and just praying no one gets sick, or 
you may be frustrated at everyone else for worrying about getting sick!  Whatever situation you are in, 
chances are you didn’t expect this kind of Thanksgiving.  This year may require extra effort to give thanks 
during Thanksgiving.  Are you up for it? 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’”  Hebrews 12:28-29 

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. For the 
Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations.”  Psalm 100:4-5 

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of lips that openly 
profess His name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.”  Hebrews 13:15-16 

Here are three practical ways to practice gratitude: 

1. Try waking up and immediately stepping outside – even if it’s freezing – feel the fresh air on 
your face, look up, and say, “Thank you, God, for this day.” 

2. Worship and giving thanks go hand in hand.  Make extra time to listen to hymns and songs this 
next week.  If you haven’t heard the song, The Blessing, first shared in March 2020 and now 
recorded by well over 100 virtual choirs worldwide, listen to it this next week in multiple 
languages!  Below are a few versions, all based on the well-known benediction found in 
Numbers 6:24-26.  Proclaiming blessings in this year of the pandemic and so much hardship is 
powerful!  May this remind us all how BIG and great is our God! 

The Blessing in Hebrew (filmed in Jerusalem), The Blessing Zimbabwe, 
Latin America (The Blessing), The Blessing Japan, The Hawaii Blessing, 

The New York Blessing: 100 Churches Singing Over NYC, The Blessing Singapore, 
The Greater Middle East Blessing (use captions by clicking on CC), The Blessing Nigeria, The UK Blessing, The 

Blessing (Global Choir), and more! 

When it seems like we are surrounded by division, this kind of unity is healing to our souls, isn’t it?  Do you 
think God might be doing something powerful in the Body of Christ if He is bringing different churches and 
even nations together to sing His praise? 

3. Try making a list of all you are thankful for, starting with the small things like hearing the geese 
honking as they fly overhead.  Watch your perspective change as you see each item you write 
down as a gift from God just for you today.  If you would like to join me in this practice, there is 
a free online Bible study starting this week based on Ann Voskamp’s best-selling book, One 
Thousand Gifts – Go to www.faithgateway.com/obs to sign up and get started! 

Speaking of gratitude, did you watch the wonderful testimony for the month of October from our dear Michal-
ann Bell?  You can find it by clicking here.  And be on the lookout after Thanksgiving for next testimony from 
Virginia Sicola!  You can also find all of our wonderful women’s testimonies in one place on our Women’s Page 
(www.firstpres.com/women).   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• A big thank you goes to our Advent Workshop Coordinator Lezly Welch and Linda Warrick!  They did an 

incredible job improvising and making the Advent “take home” bags so special.  If you haven’t watched 
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Lezly’s devotional video and Linda’s journal making video, check them out here.  It was such a blessing 
to see all of your smiling faces in our drive thru this year! 

• During this pandemic, First Pres will continue worship services in person and online.  This Sunday, 
11/22, will be our last in person Sunday school until January 10. 

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone!  “May God bless you and keep you, make His face shine upon you, and give you 
peace,” Numbers 6:24-26.   

May we give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess. 5:16-18), 

Emily Wood 

First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 

Phone: 418-0404 

Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
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Subject:  An Invitation to His Presence this Christmas from First Pres Women 
Sent: 12-18-20, 10:17 a.m. 
 
Hi everyone, 

Christmas is one week from today – can you believe it?!  All those months we could not wait for 2020 to be 
over, and here we are.  A few weeks ago, I was sure this would be an easy year to focus more on Jesus 
because there would be less distractions.  Turns out distractions are all around us even though there are less 
parties and gatherings…has Amazon been calling anyone else’s name every time you sit down to spend time 
with God?!   

The good news is every day provides a new opportunity to begin again (Lamentations 3:21-23).  The best news 
is the greatest gift we will ever receive is available for our taking every day of the year – the presence of God.   

Will you pause, take a deep breath, and say out loud to yourself, “Jesus, You are my gift.”  Remember again 
the Good News: 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  Romans 3:23-24 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23 

“But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved! And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages He might show the 
incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  Ephesians 2:4-8 

Wow!  What else can compare?  Speaking of great gifts, did you watch the powerful testimony for the Advent 
season from our dear Virginia Sicola?  You can find it by clicking here.  You can also find all our wonderful 
women’s testimonies in one place on our Women’s Page (www.firstpres.com/women).  Upcoming women’s 
Bible studies will also be posted soon! 

Will you join me today in starting again?  God is right in front of you and I, waiting for us to pause, notice, and 
enjoy Him today.  “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” 2 Cor. 9:15 

May God surround you with the gift of His presence this Christmas, 

Emily Wood 

First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 

Phone: 418-0404 

Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 

P.S. Need a resource to enjoy God’s presence this Advent season?  I highly recommend the Center for 
Christianity, Culture, and the Arts Advent Project.  Go to. http://ccca.biola.edu/advent/2020/.  You can 
experience artwork, music, scripture, and a devotional each day of Advent. 
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