
Sent: March 31, 2020 1:24 p.m. 

Subject: An Invitation to Receive (and no Gathering tonight!) 

 

Hello all! 

Another week has passed, and life continues to change dramatically.  Is anyone else feeling humbled by all the words 

you are “eating” now? (“I could never homeschool my kids”, or “I would never go X days without visiting my grandkids”, 

or “I never miss a Sunday at church”, and on and on!)  What words are you “eating” these days?  And I haven’t even 

gotten to all our canceled plans!  Thank you, God, for reminding us every word, plan, and promise we make hangs on 

Your will.   

I’ve talked to many of you (and by talk I also mean texting or emailing!), and I must share the encouragement I’ve 

received about what is feeding your soul these days!  But I also want us to be real here.  Along with the moments where 

we experience God’s presence, we also have moments where we wonder where God is and why He is allowing this.  It is 

okay to not be okay sometimes.  We are here for the hard days too.  On those days we especially need the 

encouragement from others!  It is hard for all of us (me included) to admit we need some help.  But what if the most 

beautiful part about this coronavirus is us fully depending on God and each other as the body of Christ every single 

day?!  May it be so, Lord. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 

asks RECEIVES, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 

God is so near.  Will you RECEIVE the love of God in every form it is offered to you today?  That may be answering the 

phone when a friend calls, letting others bring you groceries, or receiving prayer.  God is near, but He won’t force 

Himself on you.  You must RECEIVE Him.  Here is how some of our sisters in Christ are receiving God in this time:   

1. Music – Sharissa in our church office shared this awesome song with me, and I must pass it on! Click on the link 

below and let God’s love flow over you: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vUhwyjdk8A&list=PLODGvTXbsj_SyI07Sn0e_Yju_wU2NM2yU&index=11 

2. Diane Dabney shared this great quote by Max Lucado: “If we feed our faith, our fears will starve; if we feed our 
fears, our faith will starve”. 

3. Getting outside and practicing gratitude! Amy Laur and others 

4. Prayer! Stacey Chambers, multiple 

5. Listening to wonderful sermons! Nancy Williams 

6. Staying connected to people!  Sonya Letson and others 

7. Reading/Listening to the Bible!  Allison Silvertooth and others 

Announcements:  

1. Do you feel led to move your existing Bible study or prayer group online, or to create a new one?  First Pres 

wants to help! We have Zoom accounts for our Women’s groups, and I’m happy to train you on how to use it.  If 

I can do it, I know you can too!  You can use your phone or computer to get video and audio of the women in 

your group.  No, it’s not as good as meeting in person, but let’s embrace where God has us right now and try 

new things together! 

2. We will not hold The Gathering at my house tonight, Tuesday, 3/31, but we are not canceling it!  I will keep you 

updated as we can determine a new date. 

3. Don’t forget you can listen to the Bible through the Dwell app for free for the next two months!  All you have to 

do is click on this link, create a free account, and download the app: 

https://dwellapp.io/signup/with/FirstPres%20 

Please let me know if you need prayer or specific help of any kind…I know you will RECEIVE it with joy! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vUhwyjdk8A&list=PLODGvTXbsj_SyI07Sn0e_Yju_wU2NM2yU&index=11
https://dwellapp.io/signup/with/FirstPres


May you fully receive the love of God today, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emily Wood 
First Pres Director of Women’s Ministry 
I’m working from home right now.  I’d still love to hear from you! 
Phone: 418-0404 
Email: emilyw@firstpres.com 
 

P.S. While our church is not meeting in person on Sunday, we are live streaming our worship service!  Go to 

www.firstpres.com for more info.      
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